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The Siwans believe that an underground tunnel connected
the temple at Aghounni with the lesser temple near the Foun-
tain of the Sun. They say that a monarch called King Menec-
lush lies buried with his horse underneath Aghounni. Who
Meneclush was they do not know. They say he was a king
who lived long ago and kept four speaking statues in his
palace. These images spoke when the sun touched them.
This must surely be some old memory of the Oracle.

The oracular god of Siwa, like the Oracle of Amun-Re at
Thebes, of which he was a duplicate, was a statue of a god
with a man's body and the head of a ram. It was made so
that the head, and, no doubt, the arms, could be made to
move in answer to the questions put to it. As the ancient
Egyptians thought of the sky as an ocean on which the
sun and the moon sailed in their barks, the god was exhibited
either standing or seated in his shrine, which was placed
amidships of a slender canoe-like ship covered with plates of
hammered gold.

At Siwa the god's golden bark was covered with silver discs
which hung down on each side, and when the curtain was
drawn away from the shrine the god was seen inside, shining
with green malachite, which is often mistranslated as
emeralds. There were rings at the corners of the boat
through which poles were thrust, so that on festival days the
priests might shoulder boat and deity and carry them in
procession round the temple.

It was a fiction from remote times that every pharaoh
who came to the throne of Egypt was the divine son of the
Sun God, and apparently during the Eighteenth Dynasty it
was a necessary preliminary of coronation, to be recognised as
the legitimate successor by the Oracle of the God at Thebes.
Apparently the god had also the power to depose a king and
appoint a successor.

Why did Alexander go to Siwa? Any man who wished to
legalise his conquest of Egypt would first receive recognition
of solar descent from Amon-Re. But that this was not
Alexander's intention seems clear from the fact that he did
not immediately publish his interview with the Oracle when
he reached Memphis, where it would have been received with
respect by an Egyptian audience. His silence on this matter